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Such starvation must have been unknown when every house in
India had its spinning-wheel and when thousands of people were
busy with their handlooms. No wonder that starvation and other,
ills arise whenever people depart from the path of duty. One of
the remedies for these ills is swadeshi. The swadeshi vow of which
the text is given at the foot of this article has therefore been
proposed and it has been divided into two classes. The first repre-
sents purer swadeshi vow, but the purest is that under which those
taking it restrict themselves to the use of hand-woven clothes made
out of hand-spun yarn. The ruin of the handloom industry makes
such a vow for the time being impossible. -But if those who take
the first vow keep the ideal swadeshi as their goal, we shall ere
long be able to obtain sufficient hand-woven cloth. I have already
pointed out the great difference between swadeshi and boycott.1
I for one am sure that boycott cannot benefit India in the least.
Resorting to boycott amounts to cutting off the nose to spite the
face. Shall we open our door wider for Japan boycotting British
goods in order to rid ourselves of the evil of the Rowlatt Bill?
The fact is that swadeshi has nothing to do with the agitation
against the Rowlatt Bills. A great movement like satyagraha sets
the people a-thinking about their duties and it is thus that the idea
of the swadeshi has possessed the people. We shall continue to
observe the vow even after the repeal of the Rowlatt legislation
and after India becomes an honoured partner in the British Empire.
And our vow will then not be the limited swadeshi vow today, it
will be a far wider one as we shall then have been capable of meet-
ing in India itself many of our requirements. We shall appeal2 to
our English brethren also to join us in this swadeshi vow.
In order to enable lacs of men and women to take and ob-
serve the swadeshi vow, commercial honesty will be sine qua non,
The mill-owners will have to fix their rates in a patriotic spirit.
Merchants, great and small, will also likewise have to keep honest
dealings. I have no doubt that swadeshi cannot advance unless
thousands of petty shopkeepers from whom the poor millions buy
introduce honesty into their dealings. The organizers of swadeshi
have ventured to placfe before the nation the swadeshi pledge for
its acceptance upon the belief that our merchants possess the patrio-
tic spirit and that for the sake of the country they will be kind to
the poor and truthful towards them.
* Vide "Swadeshi Vow-I", 8-4-1919*
Vide "Letter   to Sir Stanley Reed",   30-4-1919 and "Letter to J. L.
5-5-1919.